
Welcome to the winter edition, I hope that everybody 
had an immense spring and relished the festivities over 
Easter and huge catch up with ex shipmates during 
ANZAC Day.

Our reunion planned for 13-15 March 2026 in Adelaide 
Hills in SA, under the leadership of our reunion 
coordinator Tania Beaumont, are in full swing, in this 
edition the Secretary will provide further details, if you 
have not registered, please log into the website and 
register.

Update: Concerning our application for the NEM to the 

Senate Standing Committees on Foreign Affairs, 
Defence and Trade Department of the Senate, 
Parliament House, Canberra. 
P: (02) 6277 3535 | E: fadt.sen@aph.gov.au 
we have been advised that the new date for reporting on 
this matter is 12th June 2025, we shall keep you posted 
regarding and changes or developments when they 
come to hand.

I look forward to seeing you all at our next reunion in SA 
March 2026, I will bring along a folder with all the letters, 
replies and a copy of Cyclone Warriors and HMAS 
Melbourne 25 Years & Beyond 2nd Edition for all to read, 
plus a few Mahjong sets for the raffle.

Kind Regards,

Gordon
ORA President

Directorate of Honours and Awards. 

The Australian Operational Service Medal – Indo-
Pacific recognises the service of Australian 
Defence Force members who have served on 
contemporary operations across the Indo-Pacific 
region commencing from 1 July 2005 to 31 August 
2024.

Please apply via the website if you qualify for 
service for the award.

www.defence.gov.au

Patrons:

Dr David Shackleton AO Vice Admiral RAN (Retired)

Mr Raydon Gates AO CSM Rear Admiral RAN (Retired)

Executive Members:

President: Mr Gordon Lowe 

Secretary/Treasurer: Mr Chris Mitchell
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Presidents Message:
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I attended a book launch at the Australian Maritime 
Museum in May – HMAS Melbourne 25 Years & 
Beyond 2nd Edition. 

“The book illustrates the history of the Royal Australian Navy 
Flagship HMAS Melbourne, her deployments and missions, 
her aircraft and equipment, and the crews who operated this 
versatile naval asset. In depth, it describes the origin of the 
light fleet carrier, the changes made to the ship for her entry 
into RAN service, and the updates given to the vessel to allow 
her to operate up to decommissioning in June 1982. But the 
story of Melbourne continued after that, with many 
proposals to retain the ship in a non-military role, the 
political arguments to save or dispose of the ‘flat-top’, her 
time in reserve, the farewells by aircraft and personnel, the 
final voyage to the scrapyard, and then, being retained for an 
extended period of 17-18 years in a Chinese port.

HMAS Melbourne - 25 Years and Beyond demonstrates very 
clearly that with her leading the Australian Fleet, the RAN 
possessed a powerful attack and anti-submarine capability, 
only available with such a warship and her embarked 
squadrons. As such, the ship regularly operated with much 
larger Royal Navy and USN aircraft carriers in many of the 
world’s oceans and seas.

And when required, Melbourne would support smaller 
warships in her company, with both fuel and provisions, as 
well as escorting other important naval task groups on 
various missions. 

And when required, Melbourne would support smaller 
warships in her company, with both fuel and provisions, as 
well as escorting other important naval task groups on 
various missions.

The author, Ross Gillett has addressed the numerous aspects 
of the ship and her crews and even highlighted her failures, 
and the other problems that beset all major fleet units. 

Through 400 illustrations, the Flagship is depicted via both 
colour and monotone photographs, cartoons, artwork and 
technical drawings, excerpts from ‘Line Books’ and Reports of 
Proceedings, press clippings and official signals, even a 
record album, television show and movie, all of which 
describe the many phases of her lengthy career”.

Presidents Message Continued:

Mitch’s Musings:
Winter is on us.

 
It is 9 months until the reunion in Hahndorf SA. 
Details of the cost and rabbits are in this edition. 
The President has been busy representing the 
Association at various functions in Sydney.  
Cheryl and myself had a trip to the Mainland 
visiting, Gippsland, Snowy Mountains Scheme, 
Canberra and travelling along the River Murray. 
The Snowy Mountains Scheme was worth a visit.  
The history of planning, building and the social 
history associated with it was inspiring.
National Vietnam Vets Museum on Philip Island is 
also well worth a visit. Along with their expansion 
of their site. 
Whilst in Canberra I caught up with most of the 
ACT Members of the ORA, at a luncheon. Plenty of 
warries were spun yet again. 
Thanks, Speedy for setting it all up. If you are 
visiting Canberra please contact Speedy for a 
possible luncheon. 
Cyclone Tracy Recognition is still continuing with 
the Senate Committee ADF Awards will be 
resuming their deliberations after the 18 June. 
Hopefully some positive news from that. 
"For all of the members that have been affected 
by the recent floods in Qld and  NSW that you are 
safe. Thoughts are with you and your families 
during this time."

Keep warm, have your flu jabs.

Mitch
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South Australian Reunion News:
Welcome EVERYONE,
From the 13-15 March 2026, the Reunion will be held 
in the Historic German village of HAHNDORF; in 
the picturesque Adelaide Hills. Situated 20 minutes 
from Adelaide it is the ideal location to relax and 
unwind.

Our home for the Weekend: The Discovery Park and 
Adelaide Hills Convention Centre: located a short 
Distance to the Main Street.
The Accommodation is all newly refurbished with 
various cabins, 2 & 3 bedroom Homes: and Various 
types of lots for Rv’s and caravanners.
Located on 32 acres of beautifully landscaped 
gardens and lakes. Barbecues areas, a camp kitchen 
and an excellent firepit.

The picture above shows the excellent balcony we 
will utilize on both nights.  Friday night is on the top 
and Saturday is the bottom balcony.  They face west 
and we will be guaranteed to see a glorious sunset 
each night. The Photos below are the inside views.

Contact Reunion Co-Ordinator:
Mobile: 0427 131 716

E-mail: taniabeaumont@bigpond.com

Web: https://www.opsroomassociation.org.au 

South Australian Reunion News:

We will have a bus running regular runs into and out 
of Hahndorf to drop everyone off. There are 
limousines for hire to take you on your own tour or 
one chosen by them.

There is also a welcoming Bag from the 
HAHNDORF MARKET PLACE; with delicious 
munchies within. The beer is cold; the wine is 
bottled; and the food is growing in South Australia 
waiting for you.

Our RABBITS should be online by 15 June 2025: 
make sure you check them out and order and pay 
for them as well.  Raffle tickets will also be available 
to purchase at the same time.

What we like you to do is:
1. secure your accommodation as soon as 

possible: by phoning 08 83887921 and 
quote that your are booking for this reunion.  
You cannot get the discount through the 
website.

2. Fill in your Registration form for the reunion. 
Members in Members area. 

3. Non Members on the forms on the outside 
page. Please don’t forget to pay your money 
as well.

1. Partners are more than welcome at Member 
prices:

2. Tell a friend in the branch, or six and Invite 
them along as well.

3. Book your Flights to Adelaide.

We are looking forward to seeing new faces: as well 
as the old.

Take care.

Tania Beaumont, Denice Bryer, & Jim Denton.
(Reunion Committee)
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Reunion Information:
Dates: 13th -15th March 2026
Venue: Hahndorf Discovery Parks - South Aust.

Friday Night - Meet & Greet 1800-2230
includes; 
Grazing table style food (Pay own Drinks)

Saturday Morning - AGM  1000 - 1200
Includes; Morning tea

Saturday Night - Formal Dinner 1900 - 2345
Includes:
Dinner - Drop plate style food 
Drinks Package - From 1900 - 2300

Sunday - Reunion wraps up.
Visit South Australia - (Own Arrangements)
Closing Drinks: - (Own Arrangements)

South Australian Reunion Accommodation:

Travel to Reunion: (Own Arrangements)

Accommodation: - 
Discovery Parks - Hahndorf, South Australia.

Discovery Parks Rates: (Based on 2 Guests)
Summit Rooms/Studio Cottages: - $219.00 per night
One Bedroom Lakeview Unit: - $229 per night
Two Bedroom Family Cottage: - $239 per night
Superior Studio cabin: - $239 per night
Deluxe Cabin: - $264 per night
Three Bedroom Cabin: - $289 per night
Any additional Guests: - $25 per person per night

Caravan Sites:- (Based on 2 Guests)
Back in Sites: - $55 per night
Drive Thru Sites: - $60 per night
Premium Drive Thru Slab: - $65 per night
Any Additional Guests: - $15 per person per night.

Please don’t leave your accommodation bookings to the 
last minute as you may be disappointed with availability.

Accommodation: Bookings - 
Contact Discovery Parks - Hahndorf directly on :-

08 8388 7921 
Please mention you are part of the OPS ROOM REUNION.

If better deals are available at the time of booking then we 
suggest you don’t hesitate to snap them up.

Click on your respective button to register 
for the Reunion

Contact Reunion Co-Ordinator:
Mobile: 0427 131 716

E-mail: taniabeaumont@bigpond.com

Web: https://opsroomassociation.org.au 
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Costs: $360 
Meet & Greet: - $130  
AGM: - Free  - No Voting Powers
Formal Dinner: - $230
Cancellation fees: $60 per person.

Non Members and Partners.

Members and Partners.

Costs: $290 
Meet & Greet: - $105  
AGM: - Free  
Formal Dinner: - $185
Cancellation fees: $60 per person.
Dress Codes: - Neat Casual and Formal Attire.

Dress Codes: - Neat Casual and Formal Attire.
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS:
Members are reminded that ORA 
Membership renewals are due on the 30th 
June on any given year.
New Membership fees: $15 per year up to a 
maximum of 5 years for $70. 
This takes effect from 1st July 2025.
Once only Joining Fee and lost badge 
replacements cost $50.

A List of ORA Members can be found in the 
Members only section of our website. This 
list clearly indicates your Membership 
Status.

Members 80+ years of age:
For Members over 80 years young and 
providing we have your date of birth in our 
database and you have been a financial 
Member for at least 5 years…your 
Membership will be FREE for life, to the 
Ops Room Association of Australia Inc.

Membership reminder emails will be sent out 
to all Members, when memberships are due. 
Please make sure your email address is up to 
date with us. If you are still unsure of your 
Membership status, Please contact the 
Webmaster for any assistance on all 
membership matters. 

WEBSITE NEWS:
Hi Members,

Please be aware that Members area “Sign in” codes have  
changed. 
An email was sent to all financial members advising this. 
If you cannot access the members area please contact the 
webmaster. 
Sign in codes will be changed regularily for security reasons.

Contact Webmaster:
E-mail: webmaster@opsroomassociation.org.au

Web: https://opsroomassociation.org.au 

Join Us Update my Info

Request Access Members Area

New Name Badges

NON Members - Subscribe to our Newsletters

If you require a new ORA Name Badge, then please click on 
the id card below and we will dispatch one to you as soon as 
possible. Please be aware that it will be sent to your 
nominated postal address, once enough orders have been 
received.

If you want to update your personal information or request 
access to the Members area… then please click one of the 
links below.
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OUR ORGANISATION:
The Association is a formation or gathering of 
former and serving personnel of the Royal 
Australian Navy or other Navies, who have 
completed:
• Radio Direction Find (RDF),
• Radar Plotters (RP)
• Combat System Operators (CSO)
• Basic Course or equivalent Courses.
• Former Special Duty Plot Radar (SDPR)
• Operations Room Officers (ORO)
• Principal Warfare Officers (PWO [D])
• Direction Officers (D)
• Air Intercept Controllers (AIC)
• Radar Plot Air Control (RPAC) 

Also, anyone having served in naval ops 
room billets or in training and support roles 
of naval operations rooms. And any other 
individual who has an interest in naval 
operation rooms and the Naval Fleet in 
general. 

SERVING COMMITTEE 2024 - 2026
President: 
Gordon Lowe.  (NSW)
Secretary/Treasurer: 
Chris Mitchell. (TAS)
Vice Presidents: 
Nicola Carson (WA)
Tony Kellerman (NSW)
Barbara Jefferys  (QLD)
Committee State Representatives: 
Brian Mansell (ACT)  
Peter Kalkman (NSW) 
Neville Newsham (QLD) 
Tania Beaumont (SA) 
Barney Hanson (TAS) 
Rory Munn (VIC) 
Lorrae Johnson (SE QLD) 
Nicola Carson (WA)
Neil (Punj) Bryan (International)

Webmaster/Membership Co-ordinator: 
Bill Furey (VIC)

AIMS OF OUR ASSOCIATION:

• To unite former and serving RDF/RP/CSO personnel.
• Maintain the bond of friendship and esprit de corps in 

Naval & Ops room traditions.
• Assist with the welfare of former and serving 

RDF/RP/CSO/ops room personnel and their families.
• Provide a forum for RDF/RP/CSO/ops room matters.
• Foster the preservation of the history of Radar 

RDF/RP/CSO and Ops Rooms in the RAN.
• Do all such other things to promote and further the 

objects of the Association.
• Apply the property and the income of the Association, 

solely towards the promotion of the objects of the 
Association and no part of that property or income may 
be paid or otherwise distributed, directly or indirectly, to 
members, except in good faith in the promotion of those 
objects.

Contact Webmaster:
E-mail: webmaster@opsroomassociation.org.au

Web: https://opsroomassociation.org.au 

ORA MEMBERSHIP:

Membership within the Association may be in the form
of any or all of the following classes:

• Full Members;
• Associate Members;
• Life Members;
• Honorary Members.
• 80+ Members (Conditions apply)

Join our Association

If you know of anyone who might like to join our Association 
please send this Newsletter onto them. We are always on 
the lookout for new members.

(Click on hands)
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Author : Petty Officer Keigan Gunther - Navy News
7th March 2025

The HMAS Perth I memorial was inaugurated in East 
Fremantle recently by the Governor of Western 
Australia Chris Dawson and Commanding Officer 
HMAS Perth III Commander Dylan White.

Perth I, a modified Leander-class light cruiser, was 
commissioned on June 29, 1939, and served with 
distinction in the early years of the Second World War.

The ship was sunk on March 1, 1942, while battling 
larger Japanese naval forces at Sunda Strait, with a 
crew of 681 officers, ratings and civilian canteen staff. 

Of these, 353 were killed in action or lost at sea, and 
four more died after reaching shore. Of the 324 who 
became prisoners of war of the Japanese, 106 did not 
survive. 

Only 218 returned home.

Commander White offered his perspective as captain 
of the current namesake ship.

“The dangers of life at sea are never greater than 
when under attack from a superior and well-
disciplined enemy,” Commander White said.

“The crew of HMAS Perth I and USS Houston fought a 
brave battle, meeting the full expectations of their 
commanders and their nations, with many making the 
ultimate sacrifice.” 

The direct links to Perth I and Houston have now 
been lost with the passing of the last survivors.

Memorial unveiled to the public.

Contact Webmaster:
Mobile: 0422 107 400

E-mail: webmaster@opsroomassociation.org.au

Web: https://www.opsroomassociation.org.au 

Able Seaman Frank McGovern, of Perth I, died in July 
2023 at 103, and Able Seaman Robert Hanley, of USS 
Houston, died in September 2024 at 102.

Colin Bancroft, a representative of the descendants of 
Perth I's crew, paid his respects to both ships’ 
companies.

"To the family members and descendants of the 1942 
crew, as well as members of HMAS Perth I and USS 
Houston, the service your ancestors gave will never 
be forgotten. Lest we forget," Mr Bancroft said.

The memorial is designed in the shape of a ship's 
bow, adorned with ceramic glass images of Perth I 
and its crew, serving as the central symbolic focus 
and monumental representation of the ship. 

HMAS Perth I

USS Houston
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What you may not know about HMAS Watson

HMAS Watson was commissioned in 1945 and continues today as the home of several important maritime warfare 
school for officers and sailors. Located on the South Head of Port Jackson (Sydney Harbour), its history includes 
the Australian heritage listed Barracks Group which incorporates Cliff House.

Early History
The First Fleet landing near South Head occurred at Camp Cove in 1788 when a group from HMS Sirius entered 
Port Jackson. There Captain Phillip said that this is one of the finest harbours in the world where 1,000 ships may 
safely anchor.  A signal station was erected by 1791. Macquarie Lighthouse began operating in 1818 and its early 
superintendent was Robert Watson, after whom Watsons Bay became known.

HMAS Watson circa 1967

The need for defensive measures in the area was realised in 1839 when the first guns were installed.  Fears of 
Russian and French attacks and the building of the government road towards South Head in the 1850s led to the 
building of gun emplacements, forts, and barracks for the artillerymen and officers.
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The Barracks Group and Cliff House

The Barracks Group stands on a rocky, westward-facing slope above Sydney Harbour.
The first of the four surviving buildings in the Barracks Group, Cliff House, was constructed in 1876. It was 
originally a mess and barracks for single officers. By about 1881 it had been relocated and was probably reserved 
as accommodation for the Commanding Officer.

Second to be built was Building 33 A and B, in 1879-80. It was originally a barracks to house 50 men and was part 
of the gunnery school. In 1941 the building was used as a mess and administration block, then after 1952 it 
became a recreation centre. It then reverted to accommodation for married personnel and was divided into two 
residences. The third building to be erected was built 1891-93 and it served first as a barrack room and later as a 
sergeant’s mess. Since 1923 it has been mainly used as naval married quarters and is now the Naval Officer’s 
Residence. Building 25, the fourth building constructed, between 1899 and 1903, has been continually used as 
married quarters.

The South Head defence facilities were transferred to the Commonwealth in 1903. The barracks and forts were 
mobilised during the First World War, after which there was little change until the 1930s. The army remained at 
South Head until the 1970s although it retained some buildings, including Cliff House, until the early 1990s.  In 
1992 significant upgrades to all houses were carried out by the Defence Housing Authority.

HMAS Watson

In 1942 the Navy came to South Head, when the Navy RADAR School was moved from HMAS Rushcutter and 
renamed HMAS Radar. The Navigation and Direction School was added in 1944. The majority of staff at that time 
were RAN members with radio or radar qualifications, and many of the original complement were members of the 
Women’s Royal Australian Naval Service (WRANS). The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) also provided eleven 
officers and men.
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Old fortifications at the entrance to Watson.

The comparatively high turnover of personnel at Watson, combined with a lack of facilities, made sporting 
competition difficult, but rugby union, Australian rules football, cricket and tennis teams were all formed in 1944, 
while a number of WRANS played hockey for Rushcutter.

On 14 March 1945 the South Head facility was commissioned as HMAS Watson, named not only after Watson’s 
Bay but also Sir Robert Watson-Watt, one of the inventors of radar.
More than 2200 RAN officers and men were trained at the School during the course of World War II. Many 
members of Allied navies and the merchant marine also received training.

Post war, near continuous developments in Watson’s training capabilities, accommodation and other support 
facilities included:

· becoming the primary training facility for Action Information Organisation (AIO) teams;

· from 1956, Torpedo and Anti-submarine (TAS) training, together with (until 1963) administration of the 
Clearance Diving Branch;

· Naval Reserve training and administration for the Sydney Port Division of the RANR (1966-74) and the 
Australian Sea Cadet Corps – NSW Division from 1966);

· accommodating the School of Advanced Cookery (1957-67) and its role of conducting trials on new 
equipment and ingredients, from powdered eggs to deep fryers and microwave ovens, to assess their 
suitability for the Navy;

· simulation training using a new Solartron Radar Simulator (1966);
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· Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) training within the Mine Warfare Section of the TAS School (1967);

· a Tactical Trainer Building, designed to house the new Action Information Organisation Tactical Trainer 
(AIOTT), the Tactical School and the Submarine Command Team Trainer (commissioned 1975 and later re-
named the Maritime Warfare Training Centre);

· a temporary Electronic Warfare Training Centre (1971);

· improvements to officers, senior sailors and junior sailors accommodation and recreational facilities in the 
early 1990s;

· a Submarine Warfare Systems Centre (SWSC) being operational between the early 1980s and 1996;

· in 1985, a bridge simulator operating to train junior officers in the duties of the Officer of the Watch, as well 
as other training functions such as continuation training up to command team levels;

· the establishment of the RAN Surface Warfare School in 1985, providing a similarly high standard of 
training for RAN surface combatants as the RAN’s submariners were receiving in the SWSC;

· acceptance of three Anzac Class training emulators (2002) and a wide area network of simulation training 
systems for use in the Coalition Readiness Management Sydney program (CReaMS).

An officers’ cabin in 1959

Senior sailors’ accommodation 2017
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By the 1980s, anywhere between 500 and 1,300 sailors could receive training at Watson per quarter.

Training in the bridge simulator.

In addition to its training commitments, Watson, via the TAS School, also contributed to the pre-workup training 
and trials for ships of the RAN as well as some Commonwealth navies such as the RN and RNZN. Watson also 
sent trials teams to establishments all around the country to conduct trials in RAN ships in such diverse matters 
as Navigation and Direction, Mortar Calibration and Firing, Torpedo Discharge, SONAR and Harbour Acceptance 
Trials.
A diversion from Watson’s training role arose in the 1960s when the establishment became the main staging area 
for troops deploying to, and returning from, the war in Vietnam.

12
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A feature of HMAS Watson is the inter-denominational Chapel of St George the Martyr, a memorial to all RAN 
personnel who have died in service. The Chapel’s foundation stone was laid on 30 April 1960 and dedicated by a 
boy known only as William, a ward of Legacy, whose father was a sailor who had given his life in World War II 
three months before William was born. He was chosen, and his anonymity preserved, as a symbolic 
representative for all those that had made the ultimate sacrifice as members of the RAN and associated services.

The HMAS Watson Chapel

Stones from Christian shrines around the world, some dating back to the fifth century AD, can be found in the 
Chapel’s altar, together with stones from cathedrals in Sydney, Bathurst, Melbourne, Perth and Rockhampton. The 
wood-carved pulpit features a New Zealand Kea bird and was donated by the RNZN, while other items such as 
stone carvings and altar cloths were gifts from many different nations including the Netherlands and Malta.

Watson Bay locals attended Sunday services in the Chapel for more than 40 years; however, while the Chapel 
remains open to the public, Sunday services are no longer regularly conducted.

HMAS Watson has earned its reputation as a world class warfare training establishment. Its state-of-the-art 
facilities are, today, spread across nine departments and Watson is internationally recognised as offering some of 
the finest naval warfare training anywhere in the world. Watson now provides basic and advanced training for 
Junior and Senior Sailors in combat systems and Junior Seaman Officers in ship handling, navigation and tactics. 
Advanced training is conducted for Principal Warfare Officers and Force Warfare Officers. At the high end, Watson 
trains newly appointed Commanding and Executive Officers.

13
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HMAS Watson in May 1988

References:
Navy website
HMAS Watson History, 
Australian Heritage Database
Barrack Group HMAS Watson, 
Australian Heritage Database
Cliff House, 

Further Reading
Captain Harvey Newcomb RN – Newcomb Building, HMAS Watson 
by Ray Worledge, published in the December 1998 edition of the Naval Historical Review

HMAS Watson’s Freedom of Entry Marks Sixty Years of Service, 
by Don Deakin-Bell, published in the March 2005 edition of the Naval Historical Review
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Early days of Radar Training

The Attic area in the early days

Photos of HMAS Watson from Australian War Memorial
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ORA Member No 99 : Robert Lewis MacGregor :    09-October 1951 - 16th April 2021
Age 69 Years

Above is the certificate that was presented to Lorena MacGregor after Bob’s ashes were committed to 
the sea.

Bob’s ashes were scattered off Hawaii on the 14th February 2025 into the vast Pacific Ocean on
 the Vessel “Sea Scape.”

Grid Position:
Latitude: 21 Degrees  15.943 minutes  North

Longitude: 157 Degrees 49.923 minutes West

RIP Bob, you are surely missed by us all, I still cannot believe it has been 4 years since you left us.
“Smooth Winds and following seas shipmate.”
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Recently, we had an ACT ORA Members  
lunch and invited Mitch, who was visiting 
Canberra. 

We aim to get whoever is in the area, for 
whatever reason, to catch up.
The regular ORA members missing from this 
photo was Burt Lancaster, who was getting 
his eye fixed; 

We are all RPs, plus a PWO D in this photo, 
usually the group has a few token greenies 
and assorted dib-dabs.

Left side front to back: Pauline Gribble, 
Heather Milward, Speed Heazelwood, Peter 
Eveille. Right side front to back: Dennis 
Gribble, Chris Mitchell. Steve Nicholls, Cheryl 
Boutchard.

If you are visiting Canberra and can give 
“Speed” plenty of notice so as to organise a 
lunch please contact him.

Speeds email:   click link -    Speed

ACT - ORA MEMBERS LUNCH

EQUINOX GROUP

The Great Irish Fullback – HMAS Brisbane, the Norfolk Hotel Fremantle 1984
One Saturday afternoon, a large chunk of the POs mess were having a quiet afternoon camped out in the 
beer garden of the Norfolk hotel in Fremantle. The afternoon progressed as we were telling jokes and 
stories of bravado and derring-do. When my turn came around I decided to tell the story of the Great Irish 
Fullback. However, to tell this story effectively, I needed to go through the actions.

It went something like this: There was a fire in an apartment block and a mother and her baby were trapped 
on the second floor. The ooh-ahh squad had gathered below to watch the proceedings when along comes 
a man and tells the mother to throw her baby out of the window, informing her that he is the Great Irish 
Fullback who has never dropped a catch in his life and will not drop her baby. With the flames growing 
closer and after some persuading with the ooh-ahh squad verifying the fullback’s credentials, the mother 
throws her baby out the window into the arms of the Great Irish Fullback below (meanwhile I’m on my feet 
going through all the motions while telling the story). Upon catching her baby, instinct clicks in and he drop-
kicks it down the street. That’s when my shoe flew off, cleared the fence and landed in the backyard of 
someone’s residence next door.

NO SHIT by Bob Thomas
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NO SHIT by Bob Thomas - continued

Burning Bridges – HMAS Hobart, Bridge on the River Kwai, Thailand 1970
During Hobart’s third deployment to Vietnam, we were fortunate enough to get a trip to Bangkok as a short 
respite from our Gunline duties. This gave us the opportunity to spend a day touring the Bridge on the River 
Kwai, the Thai-Burmese Death Railway, and the Commonwealth War Graves which I might add, have been 
kept in impeccable condition. Following a late night on the turps, ABRP Buck Ryan and I got back to the 
ship in time to catch the coach leaving for the tour. Along the way we stopped at a monkey farm where the 
coach was loaded with bunches of bananas. While the others set off to feed the monkeys, we sat up the 
back of the coach feeding ourselves as we had not had breakfast.  

We arrived at Kanchanaburi, where the bridge is located, and were in awe seeing the history of the place 
laid out before our eyes. Near the bridge we observed a WWII Japanese army truck converted to run on 
the railway line. After some time a steam train came along heading west. After it had crossed we noticed 
numerous little spot fires breaking out on the boards between the tracks. Then a small boy appeared 
carrying a bucket of water extinguishing the fires. By now we were in the middle of the bridge and noticed 
a couple of spot fires remained unextinguished. So there we were, standing there watching the flames get 
higher and wondering if they would burn the bridge down when our gunnery officer came along and 
stomped them out. We thought, what a killjoy.

The Bridge as it was in 1970. Note the two gauges of railway line encompassing the planks of wood that 
have since been replaced with metal plates. I guess that kid with the bucket is out of a job now.

During the Burma-Thailand Railway construction, the Japanese military used diesel-powered trucks with 
railway wheels to transport personnel and materials.
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To keep our membership informed -
 The Association is considering a logo for use with all  

ORA Reunions and ORA get togethers.
Please Note: 

To use the badges with the crest at the top, we must firstly get approval from the Chief of Navy.

The badges below require no approval to use for the ORA Association purposes.

The above badges were kindly designed by the Manager of Navy Badges - Mr Paul Burnett.

A B

C D

E F
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The Association is considering a badge style logo for use with all  ORA Reunions and ORA get togethers.
Please Note: If we use the badge with the crest at the top, we must firstly get approval from the Chief of Navy.

The above badges were kindly designed by the Manager of Navy Badges - Mr Paul Burnett.

G H

J K

L M

The ORA Committee will decide on which badge designs to use.

The badges below require no approval.

The ORA Committee to decide on which badge design we will use.
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ORA Commemorative Wall:
They have no grave but the cruel sea

No flowers lay at their head
A rusting hulk is their tombstone

A fast on the ocean bed
They shall grow not old

as we that are left grow old
Age shall not weary them

nor the years condemn
At the going down of the sun

And in the morning
We shall remember them

Lest we forget.

To view all our lists of who have crossed the 
bar please visit our commemorative pages in 
the Members area of our website.

DVA Assistance:
If Members are needing assistance regards dealing with DVA 
entitlements, lump sum compensation, White to Gold Card, 
or just wanting to know where to start. 
Alan Birkenhead a former RP has retired from RSL QLD as a 
service delivery manager, but still available to help out our 
ORA Members for DVA Assistance.

DVA Hot Topics:                                                           

State Concessions with DVA:                                    (Click Here)

News from the DVA Minister:                                    (Click Here)

Veterans Legislation Reform Pathway:                    (Click Here)

Sick Bay:
We are thinking of all our fellow crew members who are not 
feeling the best at this time: 

“Get Well Soon”

If any member has any items for inclusion in the Mushroom News, please email the Secretary or Webmaster. 

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter, are not necessarily those of the Association’s Executive Committee. Articles and items 
are from many sources including the internet, various publications, and personal files and where possible will be acknowledged.  

The editors of the Mushroom News — Chris Mitchell and Bill Furey.

List of Radar Branch Members who 
have crossed the bar recently.

NONE IN SICKBAY TO REPORT

Capt. Vincent Morris 
THOMPSON RAN AM CSC 
(retired)
08.05.1957 - 18.03.2025
Aged 67 years

WOCSM Ian PETERS
ORA Member 132
R123951 
AGE 65
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LSRP Clive A Smith
Non Association Member
R51606
13 May 2025
Age 86
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