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Contact President:
E-mail: president@opsroomassociation.org.au

Web: https://www.opsroomassociation.org.au 

 The Association is seeking approval from the Chief of Navy to use this badge. 

The above badge was kindly designed by the Manager of Navy Badges - Mr Paul Burnett.

Thank you Paul for all the great work.

https://form.jotform.com/251407841021042

Click HERE for Proxy Form

Time to spread your wings after a long chilly 
winter, spring is the season of renewal, making it 
the perfect time to refresh.
Welcome to our Spring Edition the season of 
regeneration and a breath of fresh air, now is 
the  perfect time to refresh my strategy 
regarding the National Emergency Medal (NEM) 
application, Over the last couple of months I 
have written to the Governor General Ms. Sam 
Moston and the Hon Anthony Albanese MP, 
regarding seeking amendments to the National 
Emergency Medal (NEM) or the creation of a new 
medal for Cyclone Tracy.  I received a couple of  
disappointing replies on behalf of the Prime 
Minister via the Hon Patrick Gorman. The latest 
letter was on the 12th of August 2025, most of the 
setting in the letter received goes on about rules 
and regulations, however the full letter can be 
viewed by clicking the envelope links marked 
Gorman letter Page 1 & 2 to the right. 

In paragraph 4 “as noted in my earlier response, 
the NEM was created in 2011 to have 
limited retrospectivity, particularly given constant 
feedback from jurisdictions that the burden of 
providing historical information for personnel, 
including researching and sourcing (if it still 
exists), make retrospectivity unfeasible”

In paragraph 5 “I note your request regarding creation 
of a new medal for Cyclone Tracy. 
However, the creation of a new medal would still 
involve a similar consideration to seeking 
retrospective application of the NEM. That is, the 
availability of records and resource implications in 
determining the details of historical events and 
verifying eligible service would remain a key issue for
 the first responder agencies and non profit 
organizations that are generally involved in such 
events.” 
The next step, as agreed with the convenors 
Chris Mitchell and Bill Furey, will be to petition Federal 
Parliament, which has been one of the rights of 
citizens since federation and it is the only way an 
individual can directly place grievances before 
parliament. This action allows organisations to have 
petitions presented to Parliament (Senate or House of
Representatives). A petition expresses a point of view
and it holds a request for action. Shortly I will draft the
e-petition…e-petitions can be shared via email or on 
social media and people can sign online.
“Application for a New Medal (Cyclone Tracy 
Responders Medal 1974/1975) – CTRM”

Looking forward to seeing you all at the next 
ORA reunion in SA from 13th-15th March 2026 in the
Historic German village of HAHNDORF located in 
the picturesque Adelaide Hills.  

A very big BZ to Bill Furey our webmaster who 
compiles our newsletters.

Gordon Lowe
ORA President

Gorman letter page 1

Gorman letter page 2

Click envelopes
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Mitch’s Musings:

Notice of Ops Room Association AGM & GM
To be held on Saturday 14 March 2026 at 1000 
(AGM) and on completion a GM.
Venue Upper North Room Adelaide Hills 
Convention Centre Hahndorf SA 5245
Items for the Agenda to be with the Secretary 
by 15 November 2025.

Proxy Voting forms will be available for the 
AGM only. Details will be in the Summer Edition 
of the Mushroom News along with the items for 
the AGM and GM.

Chris Mitchell
Secretary ORA

ADF Cyclone Tracy Award Update

The Senate Foreign Affairs Defence and Trade
Committee (FADT) on Military Medals and 
Awards sat on the 16 June 2025. 

The outcome was not what the convenor's 
expected. In the 92 Page Report. (link to report).
1.32 Refers to the National Emergency Medal.
"1.32 Defence is responsible for recommending, 
rather than approving, ADF personnel for the 
National Emergency Medal (NEM), the 
Humanitarian Overseas Service Medal, and any 
honours in the twice-yearly honour’s lists 
announced on “Australia Day” and the 
“King’s Birthday."

No other mention of an award for Cyclone Tracy.
The Convenors have submitted letters to the GG 
and PM as recommended by the Secretary FADT. 

An E-Petition to Parliament is being looked into 
for the NEM and maybe a new award for 
Cyclone Tracy. This may take up to 2 years!!!!!!

Convenors: 
Gordon Lowe  Chris Mitchell    Bill Furey

Contact Secretary:
E-mail: secretary@opsroomassociation.org.au

Web: https://www.opsroomassociation.org.au 

Hi Fellow Members,
Hope everyone is safe and well after the winter 
months of the heavy rain and associated floods 
that have devasted across Australia. 
The reunion is coming together which is only six 
(6) months away. 
The RAN flyer on the AIOTT complex (pages 6-7)  
was an interesting read. 
The article on pages 9 to 11 “Johnnies” - Our 
home away from the ships at Garden Island, 
brought back fond memories.  
Part 2 of this will be in the Summer edition.  

Take care 
Mitch

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Foreign_Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/DefenceHonours47/Submissions
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Foreign_Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/DefenceHonours47/Submissions
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South Australian Reunion News:
Welcome EVERYONE,

From the 13-15 March 2026, the Reunion will be held 
in the Historic German village of HAHNDORF; in 
the picturesque Adelaide Hills. Situated 20 minutes 
from Adelaide it is the ideal location to relax and 
unwind.

Our home for the Weekend: The Discovery Park and 
Adelaide Hills Convention Centre: located a short 
Distance to the Main Street.
The Accommodation is all newly refurbished with 
various cabins, 2 & 3 bedroom Homes: and Various 
types of lots for Rv’s and caravanners.
Located on 32 acres of beautifully landscaped 
gardens and lakes. Barbecues areas, a camp kitchen 
and an excellent firepit.

The picture above shows the excellent balcony we 
will utilize on both nights.  Friday night is on the top 
and Saturday is the bottom balcony.  They face west 
and we will be guaranteed to see a glorious sunset 
each night. The Photos below are the inside views.

Contact Reunion Co-Ordinator:
Mobile: 0427 131 716

E-mail: taniabeaumont@bigpond.com

Website: https://www.opsroomassociation.org.au 

South Australian Reunion News:

We will have a bus running regular runs into and out 
of Hahndorf to drop everyone off. There are 
limousines for hire to take you on your own tour or 
one chosen by them.

There is also a welcoming Bag from the 
HAHNDORF MARKET PLACE; with delicious 
munchies within. The beer is cold; the wine is 
bottled; and the food is growing in South Australia 
waiting for you.

RABBITS should be online soon, with a date to be 
advised. Make sure you check them out and order 
and pay for them as well.  
Raffle tickets will also be available to purchase at 
the Reunion only.

What we like you to do is:
1. secure your accommodation as soon as 

possible: by phoning 08 83887921 and 
quote that your are booking for this reunion.  
You cannot get the discount through the 
website.

2. Fill in your Registration form for the reunion. 
Members in Members area. 

3. Non Members on the forms on the outside 
page. Please don’t forget to pay your money 
as well.

1. Partners are more than welcome at Member 
prices:

2. Tell a friend in the branch, or six and Invite 
them along as well.

3. Book your Flights to Adelaide.

We are looking forward to seeing new faces: as well 
as the old.

Take care.

Tania Beaumont, Denice Bryer
(Reunion Committee)
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Reunion Information:
Dates: 13th -15th March 2026
Venue: Hahndorf Discovery Parks - South Aust.

Friday Night - Meet & Greet 1800-2230
includes; 
Grazing table style food (Pay own Drinks)

Saturday Morning - AGM  1000 - 1200
Includes; Morning tea

Saturday Night - Formal Dinner 1900 - 2345
Includes:
Dinner - Drop plate style food 
Drinks Package - From 1900 - 2300

Sunday - Reunion wraps up.
Visit South Australia - (Own Arrangements)
Closing Drinks: - (Own Arrangements)

South Australian Reunion Accommodation:

Travel to Reunion: (Own Arrangements)

Accommodation: - 
Discovery Parks - Hahndorf, South Australia.

Discovery Parks Rates: (Based on 2 Guests)
Summit Rooms/Studio Cottages: - $219.00 per night
One Bedroom Lakeview Unit: - $229 per night
Two Bedroom Family Cottage: - $239 per night
Superior Studio cabin: - $239 per night
Deluxe Cabin: - $264 per night
Three Bedroom Cabin: - $289 per night
Any additional Guests: - $25 per person per night

Caravan Sites:- (Based on 2 Guests)
Back in Sites: - $55 per night
Drive Thru Sites: - $60 per night
Premium Drive Thru Slab: - $65 per night
Any Additional Guests: - $15 per person per night.

Please don’t leave your accommodation bookings to the 
last minute as you may be disappointed with availability.

Accommodation: Bookings - 
Contact Discovery Parks - Hahndorf directly on :-

08 8388 7921 
Please mention you are part of the OPS ROOM REUNION.

If better deals are available at the time of booking then we 
suggest you don’t hesitate to snap them up.

Click on your respective button to register 
for the Reunion

Contact Reunion Co-Ordinator:
Mobile: 0427 131 716

E-mail: taniabeaumont@bigpond.com

Website: https://opsroomassociation.org.au 
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Costs: $360 
Meet & Greet: - $130  
AGM: - Free  - No Voting Powers
Formal Dinner: - $230
Cancellation fees: $60 per person.

Non Members and Partners.

Members and Partners.

Costs: $290 
Meet & Greet: - $105  
AGM: - Free  
Formal Dinner: - $185
Cancellation fees: $60 per person.
Dress Codes: - Neat Casual and Formal Attire.

Dress Codes: - Neat Casual and Formal Attire.

BOOK NOW AS ACCOMMODATION IS LIMITED

mailto:taniabeaumont@bigpond.com
https://form.jotform.com/90628661815867
https://form.jotform.com/232153620152847
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS:
New Membership Fees: 

Effective NOW : $15 per year. 
Maximum of 5 years for $70. 

Once only Joining Fee and lost badge 
replacements cost $50.

A List of ORA Members can be found in the 
Members only section of our website. This 
list clearly indicates your Membership 
Status.
Membership reminder emails, will be sent 
out to all Members, when your memberships 
are due. Please make sure your email 
address is up to date with us. If you are still 
unsure of your Membership status, Please 
contact the Webmaster for any assistance on 
all your membership matters. 

WEBSITE NEWS:
Hi Members,

Contact Webmaster:
E-mail: webmaster@opsroomassociation.org.au

Website: https://opsroomassociation.org.au 

Join the ORA Update my Info

Request Access Members Area

New Name Badges

Subscribe to our Newsletters (Non members)

If you require a new ORA Name Badge, then 
please click on the id card to the left and we will 
dispatch one to you as soon as possible. 
Please be aware that it will be sent to your 
nominated postal address, once enough orders
have been received.

If you want to update your personal information or request 
access to the Members area… then please click one of the 
links below.

5

Members 80+ years of age:
For Members over 80 years young and 
providing we have your date of birth in our 
database and you have been a financial 
Member for at least 5 years…your 
Membership will be FREE for life, to the 
Ops Room Association of Australia Inc.

Please Note: 
When paying the Association for Memberships,

Rabbits, etc… be aware that you must transfer all monies
manually to the Association directly from your Bank Account. 

The respective account details are on the forms provided. 
Completed forms will NOT transfer your monies 

automatically. We class Security as a big concern, 
when handling Bank Accounts and your money.

Okinawa1972
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REMEMBER THIS BROCHURE WHEN THE TTB FIRST OPENED.

TO VIEW THIS DOCUMENT - INCREASE THE SIZE IN THE PDF SETTINGS.
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WRANS YOU MAY REMEMBER - FROM THE 1970’s era

Marianne Cross & Lynne Smyth Dot Kloostermann , Gai Vickery, Marianne Cross
L to RL to R
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Fleet Base West Photos from 2013 - 2024
Photos kindly provided by Darren Wheat

More photos can be found in our Galleries in the Members Area
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History of ‘Johnnies’ – Royal Naval House 1876 – 1980s
Author

Francis, Richard
Thanks to the Naval Historical Society of Australia.

December 2003 edition of the Naval Historical Review

Royal Australian Naval House has always been known affectionately as ‘Johnnies’, although the origin of the 

name is hard to trace. Enquiries made amongst men who used the hostel as far back as 1900, in its heyday as 

Royal Naval House, revealed that some knew it as ‘Jacky’s’- possibly so called after the then Superintendant 

Jacky Shearston. It is now assumed that it became known by the name ‘Johnnies’on account of Mr. Shearston’s 

Christian name ‘John’.

THE FIRST ROYAL NAVAL HOUSE in Sydney was founded in 1876 for the benefit of ratings of the Royal Navy 
and established at leased premises at 31 Princes Street (later demolished in 1926 to make way for the 
southern approaches to the Harbour Bridge). It was named then ‘Goodenough Royal Naval House’ after the 
late Commodore Goodenough RN, who died on active service as the result of a poisoned arrow wound at 
Santa Cruz Island the previous year, 1875, (and who had received a huge naval ceremonial funeral and had 
been buried in the cemetery at Crows Nest, together with two of his men who also had died of wounds in the 
attack by natives). The establishment provided about 50 beds and was run by a Committee of the following:

· Sir George Innes

· Captain Francis Hixon, RN (Chairman)

· Captain Hastings, RN

· H.E.A. Allan, Esq

· John Algar, Esq,
It provided the sailors with a place to stay overnight when on short shore leave from their ships in port.
With the gradual increase in size of the Royal Navy’s Australian Squadron, it was soon appreciated that the 
present facilities were becoming inadequate to cater for all the men on shore leave. Another establishment, 
‘Trafalgar House’, belonging to the Church of England Seamen’s Mission (and managed by Mr. John A. 
Shearston) also provided for another 50 men of the Squadron in port. Mr. Shearston conducted Mission work 
amongst Royal Navy sailors and was very popular with them. Eventually, construction of the present Royal 

Naval House in Grosvenor Street (then Charlotte Place) was commenced in 1889 and Captain Deane RN, then 
Treasurer of Goodenough Royal Naval House, stated at the foundation stone laying ceremony and quoted in 

the Sydney Morning Herald on 26 June 1889:
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‘The Committee waited upon the then Government (of NSW) and applied for the grant of a piece of land 

for a site. Subsequently, I have waited on four different governments, each succeeding one disapproving 

of the plans of their predecessors and proposing a fresh one of their own . . . we found this present 

ground . . . the Government redeemed their pledge, bought this property and handed it over to a body of 

gentlemen as trustees . . .

’ This new building provided for 200 beds for the ratings on shore leave and was administered by a board of 
distinguished Trustees. 
Commander in Chief of the Australia Station was then RADM Henry Fairfax, CB, RN, who in the absence of his 
wife invited Lady Carrington, wife of the Governor of NSW, to lay the foundation stone ‘. . . 
in the presence of a large and brilliant assemblage of ladies and gentlemen.

’ The Royal Naval House was completed and opened in a ceremony performed by Lord Carrington 
on 25 September 1890 ‘. . . in the presence of a numerous and influential assemblage . . 

.(including). . . officers and men of the English, German and French warships now in port.

’ The building had cost 24,600 pounds (49,200), the furniture 1,200 pounds and the land 9,400 pounds and 
the trustees at that time ‘. . . were of the opinion that it was one of the best Royal Naval Sailors 

Homes in the world.’

By 1904, as the Squadron had grown more in numbers of ships and men, further accommodation became 
necessary and a wing was added, and incorporated as part of the House in 1907, following help from the 
Government of the day to acquire land on the eastern side of the House, bounded by present day Milsons 
Lane (formerly Vinegar Lane). No further alterations were made since that date until 1939, when various 
renovations were carried out (e.g. conversion from gas lighting to electricity and cement rendering of the 
walls – previously plain painted brick).

The provision of a Wet Canteen was approved during May 1939 but not installed until September 1940. 
In 1937 Royal Navy House was registered as a Company, Limited by Guarantee, with management 
vested in a Council, consisting of not less than 10 and no more than 21 councillors, chaired by either the 
Admiral Commanding the Squadron or the Flag Officer in Charge East Australia Area. In 1945 further 
alterations were made to provide additional accommodation when the British Pacific Fleet entered the 
Pacific War Area, and was based on Sydney.

1946 was a record year for sleeping accommodation with a total booking of 307,678 for beds and 
‘shakedowns’ (camp beds). Records show a grand total of 4,420,663 beds occupied between the first 
opening and 30 June 1969. No mean achievement!

Later improvements included the conversion of dormitories to cabins, modernising the Canteen lounges 
and the washing amenities, showers and toilets, conversion of most of the second floor to married quarters 
for sailors’ families, installation of a guest lounge and ladies lounge (primarily for WRANS and other 
servicewomen), accommodation for the Superintendent and Administrative Officer, public address 
system, conversion of the old coke-fired hot water system for a completely new oil-fired installation, and 
fire protection sprinkler system throughout the building.

Post 1958 the renovations were funded by grants from the RAN Central Canteens Funds and 
supplemented by some accumulated House Funds. Interestingly, when Sydney hotels closed 
their bars at 6pm, the now RAN House was one of the few places where liquor could be legitimately 
obtained up until 2300. Additional privileges were given to sailors in 1955 by allowing them to invite 
lady friends to the cafe and canteen, up until closing time of these facilities. Ex-Naval organisations – 
including the Naval Historical Society – were permitted to also use the facilities for functions and 
meetings, providing enjoyment, good catering and ample refreshments.
 

History of ‘Johnnies’ – Royal Naval House 1876 – 1980s
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Some interesting facts emerge from the records of the establishment. Originally, a bed was charged at 
sixpence a night – with a fine  of  6d  more if  entering  the  House after midnight! Lockers were rented at 
a shilling a month and baths at tuppence. While all drinks were charged two pence, meals cost on average 
a florin, billiards cost sixpence per player per half hour and fines (variously defined) at half a crown per 
offence. These charges remained constant until 1920 when some increases were made. By 1970 beds 
were $1 per night and meals ranged from 40 cents. The House was open seven days a week, 24 hours a 
day and there were no surcharges. The House acted as an Agency for the Commonwealth Savings Bank 
and in itself was unique in banking history, being the only bank in the world which never closed, being 
open throughout like the House itself. Going back a little further, Goodenough Royal Naval House 
charged fourpence for a supper of bread and cheese, all drinks were tuppence and soup was provided from 
surplus meat, at cost, if available.

On 16 April 1968, the House was renamed Royal Australian Naval House (although the name over the 
main entrance remained as a constant reminder of its Imperial origins). Royal Naval House was included 
on the itinerary of Royal visits, the first being Edward, Prince of Wales, on 18 August 1920. Most 
Governors of NSW have visited and inspected the House, as have some Governors-General. It has always 
been the custom to offer the facilities of the House to visiting sailors from other navies of every nation. 
Sometimes complete ships companies of small ships up to destroyer size have been billeted, particularly 
during the war years. During the Rocks Area Redevelopment Plan it was expected that the present House 
would be demolished, but the facade has been preserved while the interior was gutted and now houses 
part of the Sydney Stock Exchange.

Research material provided from : “A History of Royal Naval House” compiled by K.E.W. Grant 
(Administrative Officer RAN House) 1970, copy provided by Mrs. A.V. Bird (who managed to save 
some surviving relics from the House from their final resting place at RANSA Club House at Rushcutters 
Bay.)

Of interest, the stained-glass window adorning the Wardroom at HMAS Kuttabul was presented to the 

Mess when Johnnies was finally closed for the Rocks Redevelopment.      

History of ‘Johnnies’ – Royal Naval House 1876 – 1980s
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“NO SHIT” by Bob Thomas

12

Promotion Test Part 2 – HMAS Perth 1973, Garden Island Dockyard Sydney

While I’ve seen some funny incidents during practical promotion tests, here are three of the very 
notable and memorable incidents I witnessed during “taking charge of a squad”.

We were fallen in three deep with ABRP Varo out the front explaining to the squad the correct 
procedure for making a right turn and I quote: “At the order right turn, you will swivel on the heel of your 

right foot and your left ball”. Need I say anything else?

ABSTD (can’t remember his name) had us marching along the wharf and when it came time to give the 
order “Halt” or “About Turn” he froze. There we were marching straight into a brick wall where the 
squad concertinaed and remained marking time until the Officer in Charge told us to halt. Needless to 
say the STD didn’t pass that time around.

ABRP Varo, second attempt. After we had all regained our composure following the left ball incident, AB 
Varo had us fall in three deep. He then called us to attention with the order “Squad, squad Ho” and 
presented us to the Officer in Charge. He then attempted to have us stand at ease but forgot the order 
so he said “Squad Un-Ho”.

Left,,,Right….Left……Keep Up #4
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Drying Out – HMAS Wyalla 2000, King George River the Kimberly WA

I was doing my patrol boat time before heading off for a two year posting as the Maritime Surveillance 
Advisor to the Marshall Islands. I joined Whyalla in Cairns one morning and immediately sailed for Darwin 
where we were to undertake patrols to the North West under Operation Cranberry (Border Protection). It 
commenced with a quiet passage through the inner reef, a fuel stop at Thursday Island then on to Darwin 
where we would be based for the next five months.

While ashore in Darwin with several members of the crew, I ran into a number of RAAF personnel who I knew 
from working with them previously at No2 Control and Reporting Unit. Before our departure I had to attend 
the Police Station to request the release of one of our ABQMG’s who had been locked up for fighting the 
night before. The Police Sargent seemed very happy to release him into my custody as the guy he beat up 
was well known to police.

The first patrol ensued with us intercepting and towing an illegal fishing boat back to Darwin. As we headed 
out on the next patrol, gale force winds had whipped the Timor Sea up so we decided to anchor in the lee 
off Bathurst Island for the night. However, before we could get there we were diverted to Ashmore Reef to 
collect illegal immigrants detained there by Customs Coastwatch and ferry them back to Darwin, a quick 
1000NM round trip.

Job done, we headed out again into rough seas where the cook, who suffered seasickness, had left a sign on 
the galley door saying “cook your own” which we did. A few days later we decided to seek shelter in 
Koolama Bay at the mouth of the King George River. Leaving the CO aboard to mind the boat, a bunch of us 
took the zodiac the 16km up river to see the twin falls. Halfway up river we spotted a small sloop anchored 
with clothing hung out on the rigging to dry but otherwise, no sign of life. We approached the sloop and I 
hailed it to ensure everything was okay. There, in front of my eyes a head popped out of the cabin and to my 
surprise, I recognised ex PORP Ron Walsh. He had been sailing across the top end where he had been 
engulfed by large waves and strong winds and had decided to seek shelter in the gorge to dry out. 
Following that encounter, the crew asked me if we could go anywhere where we wouldn’t run into 
somebody I knew.

Twin falls at King George River in the Dry Season

“NO SHIT” by Bob Thomas - continued
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OUR ORGANISATION:
The Association is a formation or gathering of 
former and serving personnel of the Royal 
Australian Navy or other Navies, who have 
completed:
• Radio Direction Find (RDF),
• Radar Plotters (RP)
• Combat System Operators (CSO)
• Basic Course or equivalent Courses.
• Former Special Duty Plot Radar (SDPR)
• Operations Room Officers (ORO)
• Principal Warfare Officers (PWO [D])
• Direction Officers (D)
• Air Intercept Controllers (AIC)
• Radar Plot Air Control (RPAC) 

Also, anyone having served in naval ops 
room billets or in training and support roles 
of naval operations rooms. And any other 
individual who has an interest in naval 
operation rooms and the Naval Fleet in 
general. 

ORA COMMITTEE 2024 - 2026
President: 
Gordon Lowe.  (NSW)
Secretary/Treasurer: 
Chris Mitchell. (TAS)
Vice Presidents: 
Nicola Carson (WA)
Tony Kellerman (NSW)
Barbara Jefferys  (QLD)
Committee State Representatives: 
Brian Mansell (ACT)  
Peter Kalkman (NSW) 
Neville Newsham (QLD) 
Tania Beaumont (SA) 
Barney Hanson (TAS) 
Rory Munn (VIC) 
Lorrae Johnson (SE QLD) 
Nicola Carson (WA)
Neil (Punj) Bryan (International)

Webmaster/Membership Co-ordinator: 
Bill Furey (VIC)

AIMS OF OUR ASSOCIATION:

• To unite former and serving RDF/RP/CSO personnel.
• Maintain the bond of friendship and esprit de corps in 

Naval & Ops room traditions.
• Assist with the welfare of former and serving 

RDF/RP/CSO/ops room personnel and their families.
• Provide a forum for RDF/RP/CSO/ops room matters.
• Foster the preservation of the history of Radar 

RDF/RP/CSO and Ops Rooms in the RAN.
• Do all such other things to promote and further the 

objects of the Association.
• Apply the property and the income of the Association, 

solely towards the promotion of the objects of the 
Association and no part of that property or income may 
be paid or otherwise distributed, directly or indirectly, to 
members, except in good faith in the promotion of those 
objects.

Contact Webmaster:
E-mail: webmaster@opsroomassociation.org.au

Website: https://opsroomassociation.org.au 

ORA MEMBERSHIP:

Membership within the Association may be in the form
of any or all of the following classes:

• Full Members;
• Associate Members;
• Life Members;
• Honorary Members.
• 80+ Members (Conditions apply)

How to Join our Association

If you know of anyone who might like to join our Association 
please send this Newsletter onto them. We are always on 
the lookout for new members.

(Click on hands)
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ORA Commemorative Wall:
They have no grave but the cruel sea

No flowers lay at their head
A rusting hulk is their tombstone

A fast on the ocean bed
They shall grow not old

as we that are left grow old
Age shall not weary them

nor the years condemn
At the going down of the sun

And in the morning
We shall remember them

Lest we forget.

To view all our lists of who have crossed the 
bar, please visit our commemorative pages in 
the Members area of our website.

DVA Assistance:
IIf Members are needing assistance regards dealing with 
DVA entitlements, lump sum compensation, White to Gold 
Card, or just wanting to know where to start. 
Alan Birkenhead a former RP has retired from RSL QLD as a 
service delivery manager, but still available to help out our 
ORA Members for DVA Assistance.

DVA Topics:                                                           

State Concessions with DVA:                               (Click Here)

If any member has any items for inclusion in the Mushroom News, please email the Secretary or Webmaster. 

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter, are not necessarily those of the Association’s Executive Committee. Articles and items 
are from many sources including the internet, various publications, and personal files and where possible will be acknowledged.  

The editors of the Mushroom News — Chris Mitchell and Bill Furey.

List of Radar Branch Members who 
have crossed the bar recently. NONE IN SICKBAY TO REPORT

WOCSM Ian PETERS
ORA Member 132
R123951 
AGE 65

15

LSRP Clive A Smith
Non Association Member
R51606
13 May 2025
Age 86

NONE TO REPORT
If you know of any ORA Members in Sickbay

 who request visitations,

please contact the Webmaster to try and arrange. 

 

PORP C.L. Raatz. 

Non Association Member

R53835. 

07 August 2025. 

Aged 87.

Sick Bay:
We are thinking of all our fellow crew members who are not 
feeling the best at this time: 

“Get Well Soon”
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