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From the President:

The arrival of Autumn is a cherished time for many, It’s a period to wind down after

Christmas and New Year celebrations and the move to cooler nights.

Since our last newsletter, lots have been happening inside the ORA Committee.
Our reunion planned for 13-15 March 2026 in Adelaide Hills in SA, under the
leadership of our reunion coordinator Tania Beaumont, more on the reunion President & Secretary Reports.......1-3
from the Secretary further on in this edition of the Mushroom News.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

SA Reunion News..........ccceceuvnenenenn -5
| attended a book launch in Darwin 9™ December 2024 (50" Anniversary of Gunline Article.......coooocvvissvnnerrr.6-26
Cyclone Tracy) Cyclone Warriors by Dr Tom Lewis and Foreword by Sir Peter ADF Cyclone Tracy Recognition......27
Cosgrove, | will bring the book along to the Reunion in SA or if you would like HMAS Brisbane Tomahawk Firing..28
to purchase — Cyclone Warriors — The Australian Defence Force and Cyclone New Members and Sponsors........30

Tracy December 1974 — June 1975 By Dr Tom Lewis ISBN 9780975642312
published by Avonmore Books PO Box 217 Kent Town South Australia 5071
(618) 8431 9780.

ORA Website News .........cccceennnne. 31
Book Review ........

ORA Commemorative section ....... 32
In December 2024 | wrote to the Prime Minister the Hon. Anthony Albanese

ORA News & Sickbay ..........ccoecuennes 33
regarding The National Emergency Medal (NEM) seeking Cyclone responders DVA &News.. 3
receive the recognition they deserve through the award of the National Emer-
gency Medal (NEM).
| also wrote to the Governor General the Honorable Ms. Sam Mostyn AC, re-
questing her support for the NEM regulations to be amended by King Charles POINTS OF INTEREST:
Il to consider Cyclone Tracy a nationally significant emergency in the context 1 2026 Reunion News.
of the NEM. 1 ORA News.
On the 9"°" January 2025 | received a reply to the Prime Ministers letter by T/ DVA News.
The Hon. Patrick Gorman MP the Assistant Minister to the Prime Minister, this 1 Presidents Report
letter was very disappointing and didn’t address my concerns to the Prime 11 Secretaries Report
Minister, a very generic disappointing reply. S On The Gunline
| replied to Minister Gorman’s letter in January 2025 requesting the Prime 1 Cyclone Tracy
Minister have a fresh look at my original email/letter, in particular paragraphs o HMAS Brisbane in the USA
7, 8 and 9 and delivers a further response. 1 Bob Thomas Dits

I have also written to a few high profiles Defence Service Contractors re-
questing support and donations for our organisation.


mailto:secretary@opsroomassociation.org.au
https://www.opsroomassociation.org.au

From the President Continued

On January 24™, 2025, | provided a detailed submission to the Defence Honours
and Awards System Senate Standing Committee - Cyclone Tracy Recognition. My
thanks to Senator Ciccone, Luke Gosling Federal MP for Solomon NT, Mitchell Rand
PA to Luke Gosling for assisting the ORA regarding this process.

Here is a reply from Senate Standing Committees on Foreign Affairs, Defence and
Trade

Department of the Senate, Parliament House, Canberra
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Senate Standing Committees on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade
Department of the Senate, Parliament House, Canberra
P: (02) 6277 3535 | E: fadt.sen@aph.gov.au

| look forward to seeing you all at our next reunion in SA March 2026, | will bring
along a folder with all the letters, replies and a copy of Cyclone Warriors for all to
read.

Best regards,

Gordon Lowe
ORA President



From the Secretary / Treasurer

Good day members,
It has been a busy time after the last reunion, Christmas and New Year.

The ORA New Executive Team had our first ZOOM meeting in late
January to finalise the success of the WA Reunion. Other matters that
were finalised during the AGM. Thanks Nicola and your team from WA.

Over the Christmas period remembering Cyclone Tracy. | was on leave 2
days prior to taking its toll on Darwin. Parents home was destroyed.
HMAS STUART came and rescued me on New Years Day. | had my leave
pass signed on Xmas Day by the XO of HMAS MELVILLE, LCDR Leo Toohey
(SDPR). STUART work parties help clean up the parents home and
neighbours properties. Sailing from Darwin towing HMAS ATTACK to
Cairns for repairs and Sydney for new civvies, wallet, ID card and glasses
etc.

Late January | caught up Dr Tom Lewis OAM regarding his book on
“Cyclone Warriors” and to listen to his perspective on The Tasman Bridge
Disaster. He has a book about this “By Derwent Divided” which includes
the Diving Team that worked on the wreck. The ferry service that was
put into place.

In early February was part of “Julie Burgess” shore support team for the
Australian Wooden Boat Festival held in Hobart.

Tania Beaumont has put together a package for the SA reunion in March
2026. Details are in the Mushroom News.

Take care

Mitch
Secretary and Treasurer



ORA 2026 REUNION—South Australia

ORA 2026 REUNIBWNHNBEB®WRF DI SCOVERY PARKS

This reunion is open to ALL Past & Presen
s : Dat es: 13t-B5th March 2026.
Venue: Hahndor f Di-sSowtelhr yA uPsatrrkasl i a

The ORA Program & I nformaton:

Friday Ni 4Bt MAR RMEBEET & :®B60ERIBO.
Includes: Grazing Table . (Pay Own Drinks)

Saturday- Mér MAR g 2 & MO0O0O to 1200. Morning Tea provided.
¥, Saturday- E4eMARgEF®RMAL DIbON td B345.
B Includes: Dinner — Drop Plate.

HAHNDORF

Drinks Package from 1900 — 2300

Sunday (ALBE MAYR) Qvéh Arrangements for Individual Day Trips/Tours.
Sunday AfdiBndMAR QIBOSI NG -ReRue &THnies TBA closer to
the Reunion. Buy your own drinks. (BYOD)

Dress Codes: Friday Night & Saturday Morning — Neat Casual.

Saturday Evening: Ladies & Gentlemen Formal
Attire. Coat Tie & Membership Badges.

Members Costngs: ORA Financial MembPess&nPartne

Meet & Greet $105
For mal Dinner $185
Atending Both NigB®8
Cancell atons: Once Bebxclked Person Cancel fee

NOMe mbers Cost ngMOMRA Me&bPBRartnelP/sPer son

Meet & Greet $130

For mal Dinner $230

Atending Both Ni gB®68
Cancell atons: Once Boeb&mRar Person Cancel Fee
Rabbits: TBA - Still in organisational mode.

REUNI ON REGI STRATI ONS: OPENI NG SOON ON
Please refer to the members section of our website for any updates.




ORA 2026 REUNINBWNHNBW@WRBF DI SCOVERY PARKS
This reunion is open to ALL Past & Present RDF, F

Travel t o Reuni o ownArrangements— Airlines, Trains, Driving, Shanks’s Pony.
Accommodat on: B 0 0 k i Congast Hahndorf directlyon: 08 8388 7921
Pl ease menton you are part of the OPS Room R
Rat-es: Summit Rooms/Studio Cottages - $219.00 per night
Based on 2 guests One Bedroom Lakeview Unit - $229 per night

Two Bedroom Family Cottage - $239 per night
Superior Studio Cabin - $239 per night

Deluxe Cabin - $264 per night

Three Bedroom Cabin - $289.00 per night

Any Additional Guests - $25 per person per night

Caravan Sites: Back in Sites - $55 per night
Based on 2 guests Drive Thru - $60 per night
Premium Drive Thru Slab - $65 per night
Any Additional Guests - $15 per person per night.

s < Hahndorf Fruit & Veg Market Mount Barker Ros¢ f ' ! Hahndoef Main Street: 1,200m walk >
?’ R 400m approx Smin walk &
. b )
Discovery
g g —Tg~g ey Sites &
HAHNDORF . 96 o2 Zz ") Selected
- 3 Cabins

(D DELUXE CABINS & LAKEVIEW HOUSE
@ sroounns

@ SUPERIOR LAXEVIEW COTTAGE
@ sTANDARD COTTAGE

@ STANDARD STUDIO COTTAGE
@ STANDARD ACCESS CABIN
@ STANDARD ROOM

@ STANDARD LAKEVIEW UNITS
@ STANDARD SPAUNIT

@ stanoaRD UNIT

@ POWERED DRIVE-THRU SITES
@ rowereD SITES

@ DELUXE POWERED SITES

@ common AREAS

(D amenmes

@) oume poiNT

() WEDDING ARBOUR
@ TOILETS

(@) GamEs ROOM
(@) Pump TRACK

(@) Frepm

(X) EVACUATION ASSEMBLY POINT 145AMount Barker Rd, Hahndorf SA'5245 « (08) 8388 7921 » After hours 0418 604 082

(@) oerwRiLLATOR
3 — P
Thanks for staying with . ® @dacoveryparksandresorts @ www.tripadvisor.com.au
We'd love 82 see your photon and hewr sbout —
your time at Diacovery Pardes - Habndorf.
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Gunline—Submitted by Bob Thomas - Co-author Richard Mathews

Co-author Richard Mathews, STGCS(SW), USN Retired, recalling his service as a mid-grade sonar technician
aboard the destroyer USS Benner (DD-807), and guided-missile destroyer USS Robison (DDG-12) during the
Vietnam War.

Very often most of the crew had NO idea of what we were doing on the gunline. Infrequently, the CO would
get on the 1MC and describe a recent action and mention the number of bunkers taken out or the KIAs
[enemy casualties] we got. Most of the rest of the time we just did our assigned tasks leaving the

actual details of what was going on to the wardroom [the officers on board]. This is one of the reasons | would
really like to have detailed ship’s histories of the Benner and the Robison. I’'ve always wondered what the rib-
bons | earned actually mean. | suppose an interested sailor could have gone up to CIC [the ship’s combat infor-
mation centre] and poked around a bit to find out more information or could have tried to find out from a
shipmate in the know, but | don’t think this happened very much. | did hear the gunner’s mates talk from time
to time about the number and kind of shells fired that day. But that’s about it.

Photo Preface-1 5-inch/54 guns of the destroyer USS Mullinnix (DD-944) fire at enemy positions in South
Vietnam, both day and night, 30 October 1966. National Archives photograph #USN 1118703



Two hundred sixty-nine U.S. Navy warships served at various times on the ‘gunline’ during the Vietnam War.
Among this armada of Seventh Fleet units were the battleship New Jersey, 10 cruisers, 208 destroyers, and 50
destroyer escorts. A breakdown of these fleet units by ship class is provided in the table. Almost all of the ships
remained under the direct control of the Seventh Fleet while deployed to the war zone off Vietnam.

A few destroyers and destroyer escorts were assigned at times to Operation MARKET TIME, a coastal surveil-
lance force of ships and aircraft established to interdict the smuggling by sea of arms and munitions to the Viet
Cong in South Vietnam.

U.S. Navy Battleship, Cruiser, Destroyer, and Destroyer Escort Classes (1 battleship, 10 cruisers, 208 destroyers,
and 50 destroyer escorts)

Batl eshi@l/CgudtSkir D st rCdywesrses #Ships
loweclas88B 1 AllenM. SumneriasDD 34
BaltimoreassCA/CAG 4 FletchelasDD 30
ClevelamtasLG 4 ForreShermariasOD 16
DedVloineslassCA 1 Gearinglas®D 87
LondeacblassCGN 1
Gui ded Mi ssCllees Deesst royer
Dest rEcx@®irds gas hed PEGs)
BainbridgdassDLGN 1 BronstetlasDE 1
TruxtorclasOLGN 1 BrookelasDEG 3
BelknaplasDLG 9 ClaudlonedasDE 4
Charlgs. AdamglasDDG 15 CourtneglasDE 4
FarragttlassDLG 7 EdsaltlasPDER 14
LeahylasDLG 7 GarcialasDE 5
MitscharlasPDG 1 KnoxclasDE 19
BB: battleship DD: destroyer
CA: heavycruiser DE: destroyeescort
CAG: guidedmissilheavycruiser DEG: guidedmissile
CGN:  nucleatpowerectruiser ocearescort
CLG:  guidedmissildightcruiser DER: radapicket
DDG: guidedmissilalestroyer destroyeescort
DLG:  destroyeleader
DLGN: nucleaipowerediestroyeteader

The table does not include other Market Time units that were occasionally called upon to conduct naval gunfire
support missions. These included Navy fast patrol craft (“Swift boats”) and Coast Guard cutters armed with

81mm mortars, and Navy ocean minesweepers with 40mm guns. Such action usually resulted from a require-
ment to provide urgent gunfire support to a friendly unit under attack. Infrequently,



Market Time vessels were assigned pre-planned gunfire missions in support of
ground operations near the coast.1

Map Preface-1
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1, 11, 11, and IV Corps Tactical Zones, Republic of Vietnam



RANESTROYBDPRBEHEUNLI NE
The Royal Australian Navy provided a destroyer on a rotational basis to the Seventh
Fleet for service on the gunline—four in total from March 1967 to September 1971.
The destroyers carried out naval gunfire support in all four of the Corps Tactical
Zones (identified on the preceding map and discussed later in the book).2

Photo Preface-2

Aboard the guided missile destroyer HMAS | 2 © JViddlAdm. John J. Hyland, USN
(commander U.S. Seventh Fleet) is welcomed by Rear Adm. Richard I. Peek, RAN
(commander of the Australian Fleet). Both flag officers were visitingthe | 2 6 lbnNJi
the occasion of the first Australian warship to serve with the USN during the Vi-
etnam War. Australian War Memorial photograph NAVY13307

The first RAN destroyers to deploy to Vietnam were the/ K I NX S &
C® | -Rdss$udded missile destroyers HMAS | 2 6t NaliNdhK
NJ a. Arined &ith two 5-inch/54 caliber gun mounts that fired a
76-lb high- explosive projectile, they were capable of firing 40
rounds per minute at targets out to and beyond fourteen nautical
miles in most conditions.



The 5 | N&lagsdestroyer + S y' R &s§ derved on the gunline. Her six 4.5-inch guns
were capable of providing accurate and rapid fire to nine nautical miles at a rate of 16
rounds per gun per minute.s

HMAS | 2 0 bnddi S NWérKalso actively involved in Operation SEA DRAGON—
the bombardment of North Vietnamese military targets and interdiction of supply
routes and logistic craft along the coast of North Vietnam. These operations, extending
from the Demilitarized Zone northward to the Red River Delta, lasted from April 1967
until suspended in November 1968. The two destroyers came under fire on a number
of occasions. t S NWaskit once during her first deployment and | 2 0 kufdied two
killed and seven wounded when she was mistakenly hit by missiles fired from a U.S. Air
Force jetaircraft. | 2 0 wdsdiwarded a U.S. Navy Unit Commendation in recognition
of her exemplary service in Vietnam; t S NeBirrféd both the U.S. Navy Unit Commen-
dation and the U.S. Meritorious Unit Commendation.a

OVERVIEMAVAGUNFI REPPORNGFS)

Naval gunfire support (NGFS), also known as shore bombardment, is the use of naval
artillery to provide fire support for amphibious assault and other troops ashore oper-
ating within their range. Naval gunfire can be direct or indirect. When targets are visi-
ble from the ship, naval guns are able to put out a rapid, accurate volume of direct fire
on such targets. The ship lays its guns directly on the target, and conducts its own fir-
ing and spotting procedures. When targets are not visible from the ship, ground or air
observation of the fall of shot is necessary for adjustment. Ships can deliver accurate,
effective fire on “indirect fire” targets through the use of ground or air observers.s

The mobility of ships permit flexibility in the employment of naval gunfire, by
offering a wide choice in the selection of firing positions for the execution of fire mis-
sions. Atone extreme, the battleshipb S WS N#aSaBle to conduct shore bombard-
ment behind armor plate while evading enemy fire by maneuver. At the other end of
the spectrum, shallow draft, gunfire support vessels could move in closer to shore, or
even inshore, and engage enemy defenses at short range.s

The selection of ships for a particular mission was often determined by their guns. In
Vietnam, the 16-inch guns of theb S &  W&nNXE & &ch guns of the heavy cruiser
{ & @ ,dgére ideal for use against enemy batteries, heavy fortifications, and instal-
lations for which  destruction and penetration were desired. Their greater ranges
also made them excellent deep supporting weapons. The rapid rate of fire and rela-
tively small pattern size of the 5-inch guns of the smaller cruisers and
destroyers were well suited for the neutralization and destruction of most targets in
close support of friendly troops.7



Photo Preface-3

The destroyer USS ¢ K S 2 R2 NB  ®Kp717) ficdpafeRtb &rikl gunfire at ene-
my targets ashore. A Navy spotter, flying tandem in an Army “bird dog” will call and
control the mission over Vietnam. Photo taken 20 November 1966.

National Archives photograph #USN 1119104

The above guidelines pertained to prearranged gunfire missions, those planned prior
to an amphibious landing or to support an attack ashore to cover known or suspect-
ed enemy troops or installations. In the case of “Targets of Opportunity” or an ur-
gent “Call Fire,” the ship most suited or, in some cases, the only one available, would
employ its heaviest caliber guns. Troops under attack were undoubtedly
grateful for the 3-inch gunfire of a destroyer escort, at relatively modest ranges.
Target of opportunity fire was delivered on targets, the location of which previ-
ously was unsuspected or unknown. Urgent calls for fire, resulted from friendly forc-
es requesting fire on a specific target(s)— normally enemy forces in close proximity.s



The tactical purposes of naval gunfire included: supporting fires, close and deep;
counterbattery fire; harassing fire; and interdiction fire. Close supporting fires were
normally in immediate support of ground troops ashore. Deep supporting fires were
delivered to supplement close supporting fires by neutralizing in the rear, reserves,
weapons, and command and control, and communication systems. Counterbattery
fire was used to neutralize or destroy enemy batteries. Harassing fire was undertak-
en to interfere with enemy rest and recuperation, the repair of equipment/
installations, and replenishment of food, water, and ammunition. Interdiction fire
was employed to deny the enemy use of particular areas, routes of approach, and
transport functions.s

Before leaving this primer on NGFS, an overview of gun projectiles is in order.
The below types of projectiles were, however, not common to every size and type of
naval gun:

High capacity (HC): Designed especially for use in shore bom-
bardment, by providing a relatively high-explosive content at
the expense of armor-piercing qualities. HC was effective for
both neutralization and destruction.

Anti-aircraft common (AAC): Large high-explosive (HE) content
and an expansive bursting radius (35 to 50 yards).

Armor piercing (AP): Designed to pierce armor plate before deto-
nating, through the use of a base-detonating delay-action
fuze, a heavy nose, and a relatively small HE-content for the
weight of the shell.

Common (C): Compromise between high-capacity and armor-
piercing projectiles with respect to bursting charge and pen-
etrative ability.

White phosphorous (WP): Designed for screening but also
offered substantial incendiary and anti-personnel capabilities
against exposed troops.

Illuminating (Ill): Used for illumination at night in order to assist
in adjustment of fire of both naval guns and troop weapons,
to facilitate friendly troop activities, and to render infiltration
by the enemy more difficult.io
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Combat Act &NavRi Wbhon Commendat(o@R) NWME¥ mmemrd(aMuEn) Uni t

Readers eager to find out more about a particular warship that served on the gunline
between 1965-1973, may refer to Appendix A. The lengthy table lists all 269 ships in
alphabetical order, with an associated summary of the numbers of Combat Action
Ribbons, Navy Unit Commendations, and Meritorious Unit Commendations earned
during this period. Nearly all are for Vietnam service. There are exceptions, however,
since some ships engaged in other notable activities.

The 312-foot, 1900-ton destroyer escort USS a O a 2 NOEJRO0Z6) was one such
exception. Powered by four Fairbanks-Morse diesel engines to a modest top speed of
only a little over 20 knots, her armament was equally modest, two 3-inch/50 single-
barrel, rapid fire mounts, and two trainable Mk 32 torpedo tube mounts. She, and
the other three / f | dzR-clag¢D8E, Selived in Vietnam, but only she received unit
awards. In addition to being the ‘first’ destroyer escort to fire shore bombardment in
support of troops in South Vietnam, a O a 2 NebkWedl a Meritorious Unit Commen-
dation for Spring & Summer 1970 & April-May 1972. The MUC was for special opera-
tions unrelated to Vietnam service.11

Photo Preface-4

Destroyer escort UsSa O a 2 NIEB026) off Oahu, Hawaii, 10 March 1972; she
is displaying “Spooky” electronics arrays fitted in this class of DE.
Naval History and Heritage Command photograph #NH 82940



The Meritorious Unit Commendation was established by the Secretary of the
Navy on 17 July 1967. It was awarded to units which distinguished themselves by
either valorous or meritorious achievement considered outstanding, but to a lesser
degree than required for the Navy Unit Commendation. The MUC could be awarded
for qualifying actions or achievement either in combat or noncombat situations.

The more prestigious Navy Unit Commendation, dating back to its inception in
1944, was awarded to qualifying units that distinguished themselves by outstanding
heroism in combat against a hostile foreign force or for extremely meritorious service
not involving combat but in support of military operations.

The Combat Action Ribbon, a military decoration of even higher precedence, was
instituted on 17 February 1969. Qualifying Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard
personnel must have been in a ground or surface combat fire-fight, or action during
which they were under enemy fire, and their performance under fire must have been
satisfactory. Initially, the ribbon was for service in combat from 1 March 1961 and
thereafter. On 5 October 1999, the award was made retroactive to 7 December
1941.

TOPM WENTSYI WARSHIBPASEON NUMBERS
OFCOMBAACTI GBNBBORASARNEDL 9-687 3)

The table below identifies the twenty-six cruisers and destroyers that received the
most combat action ribbons for Vietnam duty, which may promote vigorous
discussion among some readers. Many good and true sailors believe that their ship
was the best among its peer group, based on quantifiable and/or personal criteria. A
former W2 & S LIK sa{lodi iNghtdzgu@ that she was the “top gun,” if you consider
ship size versus combat action—it being the only “tin can” among the top six ships.
Cruiser sailors could assert that their heavier guns put more “hot steel” on target, and

{ G 2 R RalloNJeould highlight that their World War Il vintage Cf S iclasK SDNJ
earned eleven combat action ribbons—surely a more notable achievement.

Lest some believe that such loyalty, decades later, does not exist, | offer the
following. Coauthor Mathews, upon seeing that the w2 0 Ahadnyade the list,
quickly asserted that . Sy ytl% Nther destroyer he served aboard on the gunline)
was equally deserving.

The dates in the following table reflect when the ships were
originally commissioned. Some ships were later decommissioned for
conversion, and recommissioned before being placed back in service.



Twe psti@ uiasndires t rtolyeeé& cseti tvee dmo s t

Acton Ribbons in the
CR MUC NUC Ship/Commissioning Date Ship Class
21 1 2 NewpoitlewgCA-148) 29Jard9 DedMoines
16 1 1 Jose@traug®DG-16) 20Apr 63  Charles. Adams
14 4 1 St.Pau(CA-73) 17Feb45 Baltimore
14 2 BostofCA-69/CAG-1) 30Jund43 Baltimore
13 2 1 Oklahom@ity(CLG-5) 22Dec44 Cleveland
11 2 Canbern(€AG-2) 140ct43 Baltimore
11 2 Stoddaf®D-566) 15Apr44  Fletcher
9 2 1 BerkelépDG-15) 7Feb62 Charles. Adams
9 2 Provider(€d.G-6) 15May45 Cleveland
9 2 BenjamBtoddert 21Mar63 Charles. Adams
(DDG-22)
9 1 1 TurnedoyfDD-951) 3Aug59 Forressherman
8 3 2 EdsofiDD-946) 3Apr59 Forre$herman
8 3 1 Ozbour{®D-846) 5Mar46 Gearing
8 3 Hull (DD-945) 3Jul58  Forressherman
8 3 MortorfDD-948) 26May59 Forressherman
8 2 1 GoldsboroBdG-20) 9Nov 63 Charlgs. Adams
8 2 AllenM. SumngbD-692)26Jard4  AllenM. Sumner
8 2 WaddelDDG-24) 28Aug64 Charles. Adams
8 1 BluéDD-744) 20Mar44  AllenM. Sumner
8 1 1 HollistefDD-788) 29Mar46 Gearing
7 3 1 Cochra@®DG-21) 21Mar63 Charles. Adams
7 2 1 HamneDD-718) 12Jul46  Gearing
7 1 BausglDD-845) 7Feb46 Gearing
7 1 Buchan@#bDG-14) 7Feb62 Charles. Adams
7 1 1 RobisgibDG-12) 280ct61 Charles. Adams
I Ingers@DD-652) 17Aug43 Fletcher
250 40 24

Vi

Combat
etnam War

Many of the combat action ribbons received by these and other ships were earned off
the coast of North Vietnam dueling enemy shore batteries during Operations SEA DRAGON
(April 1967-November 1968) and FREEDOM TRAIN/LINEBACKER (March-October 1972). The
others were for duty on the gunline off South Vietnam, and for less frequent actions which
occurred while assigned to other duties, including the escort of aircraft carriers in the Tonkin

Gulf.

Although the book’s title generally refers to shore bombardment by the

battleship b S &

WS NiEerS, &destroyers and destroyer escorts off

Vietnam; other Seventh Fleet tasks were also carried out by destroyers and
destroyer escorts, in particular. These included Taiwanese Strait patrol duty,
and assignment to Task Force 130 (Manned Spacecraft Recovery

Force ,Pacific) for the recovery of Apollo astronauts and their



space capsules. The term “on the gunline” originally referred to shore bombardment
assignments off South Vietnam. Later, as noted above, this fleet shorthand was also
associated with a ship participation in Operations Sea Dragon and Freedom Train/
Linebacker.

It must be highlighted that the number of ships, 269, cited by the authors as
having served “on the gunline” could easily be contested by Vietham veterans. As
previously noted, some smaller Navy and Coast Guard ships and craft assigned to
Operation MARKET TIME were infrequently called upon to provide naval gunfire in
defense of friendly ground troops under attack. Moreover, some units, such as the
Inshore Fire Support Ship USS / I NNR(WR-1R &rved on the gunline in addition to
more common participation in inshore operations. It could also be argued that some
nuclear- and conventionally-powered missile cruisers included in the 269 total ships,
did not serve on the gunline at all—their primary duty being to screen carriers in the
Tonkin Gulf by functioning as PIRAZ ships.

Populaactkaett cahmeoss g i t basr v ¥ det (hBonGui¥rh c ht
and on Market Time operatons

Al RCRARARRI RRESC OCATSHHORE WARD

With the commencement in February 1965 of Operation ROLLING THUNDER (the large
-scale sustained bombing of North Vietnam), participating aircraft carriers operated
from a location in the Gulf of Tonkin designated ‘Yankee Station.” Initially Yankee
Station was about 400 miles off the coast of North Vietnam, in part to keep the
carriers beyond the range of North Vietnamese aircraft. This distance required long
over-water flights, many needing mid-air refueling, and greatly restricted the number
of sorties flown per day.13

The solution was to move Yankee Station closer to the intended
targets, about 150 miles offshore. However, the new location made the
carriers vulnerable to air attack, and it became very important for the
task force commander to know if there were any hostile aircraft mixed
in with friendly air traffic. An air defense concept, termed Positive

Club)



Identification Radar Advisory Zone (PIRAZ), was established, which called for
stationing ships about 30 miles off the mainland to attain radar coverage of the air
space over North Vietnam.is

The PIRAZ ships were to be positioned between the land targets and carriers to
monitor and keep track of all air traffic in the area. In addition to being armed with
surface-to-air missile systems, these ships would be under the protective umbrella of
the carrier’s fighter aircraft, and could call in an interceptor at any time. Additionally,
because of the possibility of North Vietnamese torpedo boats so close to the mainland,
each PIRAZ ship was to have an accompanying destroyer, termed a ‘shotgun,” as
added protection against these threats.1s

NEWECHNOL M®S TISUCCE S S BWI#,
In 1956, the heavy cruisers USS / | Y 6 SMNINJI2 & (wary fitted with Terrier
surface-to-air missile systems, replacing their after triple 8-inch gun turrets. The
high-angle guns of the U.S. Navy’s cruisers and destroyers, putting out a concentrated
barrage of fire, had been sufficient against piston-engined aircraft. However, newly
introduced highspeed Soviet jet aircraft, armed with missiles, presented a threat that
even the most sophisticated gunfire control system could not meet.16

However, Terrier missiles required considerable magazine space, making the
system unsuitable for smaller ships. Consequently, the smaller Tartar missile was
developed and began going to sea in 1960 aboard / K| NI S & -cl@sRlestrofels.Y &
The earlier Terriers and Tartars had a range of around 10 nautical miles, with a later
Terrier design increasing to 20 nautical miles. To provide longer range or ‘area
defense’ against air attacks, the 60-nautical-mile-range Talos was later fielded and
fitted in a number of cruisers. The nuclear-powered cruiser USS [ 2 Y/ 35 I WaK
credited with using Talos to destroy two Soviet-built MiG fighter aircraft off North
Vietnam in 1968.17

One embarrassment in newly fielded technology was DASH. This
small helicopter was developed to find Soviet submarines acquired on
sonar and attack them with torpedoes before the subs could close the
ship employing it to within range of their anti-ship weapons. A number
of destroyers were modified to carry two small radio-controlled,
unmanned Drone Anti-Submarine Helicopters with the addition of a
hangar and flight deck. Despite extensive trials, which included using
some helicopters for spotting gunfire, the DASH system did not prove
reliable. There were a number of reasons for this, one was that the
helicopter, once airborne, was susceptible to jamming of its radio
control system.s



Mathews remembers witnessing aboard the destroyer . Sy ytkeNdss of one of her
diminutive helicopters:

| remember Lt. (jg) Tracy at the small control panel of our DASH
drone ASW helicopter one day. With his hand on the joystick he
watched the bird fly off the ship. He turned it and then turned it
back and it headed for the horizon. Then a look of panic came
across his face. “It won’t come back, it won’t come back!” We
watched as it disappeared from view and | believe he said, “One
hundred and eighty thousand dollars!” His hand was still on the joy
stick!

Photo Preface-5

A drone anti-submarine helicopter (DASH) under the control of Lt. (jg) Mark S.
Barg, aboard the USS b A O K(R[-4K9§ off the coast of Oahu, Hawaii,
10 February 1965. National Archives photograph #USN 1111342

Within three years of extensive fleet deployment, more than half of the DASH helicopters
were out of operation. Aboard the USS DS 2 NBIS a | O(B58g6), hes hangar and
landing deck were neither sizable enough, nor strongly built enough, to service manned aircraft
after this occurred, so the destroyer suddenly had a fine movie theater.19
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"RECRUITING STA

Navy Recruiting Poster by Howard Chandler Christy, issued in 1917.
Naval History and Heritage Command photograph #NH 63193-A-KN

“Tin can” (destroyer) sailors are a special breed, one that takes great
pride in their ships and vocation. One public display of such pride could
be witnessed in the late 1970s at Norfolk, Virginia, when a particular
destroyer was in port. Walking down the pier, one’s eyes were drawn to
the ship’s ASROC launcher, adorned with a painting of a famous 1917



Navy recruiting poster. The associated modified slogan read, “If | were a man, I'd ride a
FRAM.”

By the early 1960s, vast numbers of Cf S 4, O K &8y dzY y, S\D S | NeJasy 3
destroyers built during World War Il were in dire need of repair and modernization.
Fiscal restraints made the construction of an entire new fleet impractical, so selected
hulls were extensively modified under the FRAM (Fleet Repair and Modernization)
program. Sailors called the modified destroyers “FRAM cans,” “can” being a contraction
of “tin can,” Navy jargon for a destroyer or destroyer escort.

In a representative modernization of one D S | Ncasy ddstroyer, the DS 2 NHS Y ®
a I OY Ssy'dpgerSvorks” were stripped at the Brooklyn Navy Yard and rebuilt along
different lines using lighter weight materials. One of her three 5-inch turrets and all sec-
ondary anti-aircraft armament disappeared; her torpedo tubes amidships were re-
placed by ASROC (an anti-submarine rocket-launcher); and two triple-torpedo tubes
were added to the 01 level, forward of the remodeled bridge. Gone were her antiquat-
ed anti-submarine weapons (“K” guns, hedgehog batteries, and “roller racks” of “ash
cans”) which destroyers had carried since World War I. A hangar and raised platform
dominated the waist of the ship, providing facilities for two DASH helicopters.20

With apologies to cruiser sailors, the bulk of this book is devoted to describing
operations of “tin cans,” destroyers and destroyer escorts. There is a chapter dedicated
to the battleship b S VS NJBn& ahother to the Inshore Fire Support Ship/ | NNR Yy I RS
because of the uniqueness of these ships. However, by virtue of their sheer numbers,
the “cans” warrant the most attention. Unfortunately, even within this category, it is
only possible to provide details for a sampling of the destroyers and destroyer escorts
that served on the gunline. Hopefully, readers will take solace in the fact that the crews
of many ships shared similar experiences on the gunline and during liberty port visits.
It’s the authors hope that the backdrop presented herein will help bring to the fore fond
memories of sailing the deep and of runs ashore with shipmates.

To this end, the postscript provides a pictorial of shipboard life and scenes from
common liberty ports. The photographs used are from ships’ cruise books. Although
many are of low quality, taken with low cost cameras available to average sailors, they
reflect that period of time. Not surprisingly, the photographs in the cruise books of
admirals’ flagships were of much higher quality, suggesting they were taken by
photographer’s mates. Some of the photographs were of viewscapes and other
features of liberty ports not typically visited by Seventh Fleet ships.



To illustrate a few of the differences between fleet flagships and a destroyer or
destroyer escort, the authors offer two photographs of the USS { i & ,dne Navy’s last
all gun heavy cruiser, and one of Mathews enjoying some solitude in his “rack,” the one
place a sailor could call his own aboard the USS. Sy ya\D/SA NuJasy ddstroyer.

Photo Preface-7

_

Personnel of different departments facing off in a tug-of-war aboard the { t ® (A-
73). Capt. Hugh Good Nott, her commanding officer, is serving as the referee. Nott had
been a chief quartermaster on submarines in World War I, before receiving an officer’s
commission in 1945. He previously commanded the submarines{ @ O 1 f (Ss@15)0 |
and D NJ & ¢3-5@4), and the repair ship 5 S f(AR49).

Courtesy of Capt. Robert J. Kermen, USNR (Retired)
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Admirals’ flagships like the USS { {t ® dfffered amenities not available on the much
smaller destroyers. The heavy cruiser had a full band which played during under way
replenishments at sea, as well as at ship’s functions, such as barbecues on the fantail.
Courtesy of Capt. Robert J. Kermen, USNR (Retired)

Photo Preface-9

-
—_——

Sonar Technician Third Class Richard Mathews enjoying some
“rack time” aboard the USS . Sy yD®-BI7), circa 1969-1970.
Courtesy of STGCS(SW) Richard Mathews, USN (Retired)



FROIVDURAUSSFEAI ENDS
The following poems, published in HMAS t S NJorféoard newspaper, were provided
complements of Commodore Hector Donohue, AM RAN (Retired)

ITHOUGHAWWBL C
I thought | saw a WBLC [North Vietnamese water borne logistics craft], A bearing down
on me,

Instead it was a fishing junk, A heading out to
sea.

Then suddenly, as it went past, Its sides came
down you see, Exposed a flaming aperture

A pointing straight at me. It opened up its
guns at us But we were quick to learn,

We opened up our throttles wide

And did a big “U” turn Now the gunboat was
fast But not a patch on us,

The term | think applicable, We left him in our
dust.

Then came the Gunnery Officer’s turn,
To make his claim for fame,

To show them some true marksmanship And give thet S NIi K
a name

Alack, alas it came to pass We never were to
fire.

As we were supposed to open up, The Gun Plot caught
on fire.

The moral of this story is Ever so plain to see,
If you sight a WBLC

For God’s sake head to sea.

—Anonymous, t S NeLindit, Dec 1967



The following verse in a subsequentt S Nelindit caused a few laughs:

Wrap me up in my flak jacket and helmet

And send me deep down below.

Where the bombs and shrapnel can’t reach me,
In the frig flat, where all the cowards go.
Anonymous, Perth Pundit Dec 1967

(“frig flat” is an Aussie term for a ship’s refrigerator flat which is located low down in the
ship.)

If we wished, we could tune our transistor radios to Radio Hanoi, especially during the
night hours, and have a laugh whilst listening to Hanoi Hannah spread disinformation
(propaganda) about the war. Her subsequent account of the action on 18 October
1967 would have the listener believe: “The brave gunners of the People’s Republic of
North Vietnam had badly damaged the Australian shipt S NafidKilled many of its sail-
ors. Go home Australian sailors: this immoral and illegal war is not in your interests.”
Of course, this was an open invitation for one of our resident poets to pen the follow-

ing:

Hanoi Hannah so they say,

Claims that we are all from Long Bay And we’ve been freed
out here on bail Rather than sit back there in jail.

Well maybe most of us have fears, But at least we are
all volunteers,

And believe in what we’re fighting for,

Although we often curse this war.

—Anonymous, t S Nlinéit February 1968



OPERATION DARWIN HELP—CYCLONE TRACY
CONVENORS:
GORDON +OHRE S MHHICHIE LEUR

If you Served in Darwin during Cyclone Tracy and Operation Darwin Help
then we want you to Register on the following website.

https://www.adfcyclonetracyaward.com.au

We are submitting a petition to the Government and Awards for
recognition and application for the National Emergency Medal.

Please Register even if you served in a Logistic role.

If you would liketodA s s i st &fihaacially, and leeep the fight going
please refer below to our Bank details:
Account Name: ADF AWARDS FOR CYCLONE T
BSB: 037 604
Account # 452162

EVERY LI TTLE BI'T HELPS

Photos compliments of Gordon Lowe


https://www.adfcyclonetracyaward.com.au
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Mits6 By Bob Thomas

The Litl eHWAS\m#at son 88

Shortly after | arrived at Watson as the Chief instructor, WO Bob MacGregor, the Senior Sailors mess president
arranged to have the dual rugby league and rugby union international, and later a Channel 7 and Channel 10
sports commentator Rex (the Moose) Mossop as guest speaker for our mess dinner. The evening was going along
nicely; Rex delivered an enthralling speech about contracting Montezuma’s Revenge while commentating at the
Mexico Olympics (a delightful topic over dinner). Just as we were passing the port, PO Dave Tunny’s missus
decides she’ll chuck a hissy fit, stands up and starts abusing the format of the dinner and in particular, Bob and
his gavel. It went something like this “blah, blah, blah, and as for you and your fucking little hammer etc. etc.” A
somewhat embarrassed Dave quietly removed her from the mess after which Bob confided in me “how did she
know I had a little hammer”.

Rex Mossop 1928-2011

LanguageHMASsWMal bour ne, Naples 77

Around midday, PO Vincent Henry (Ned) Kelly (aka the Angry Ant), Bob Macgregor, Bing Dybing and myself were
seated at a curb side table of a cafe enjoying the lifestyle of the Neapolitans. The waiter comes up to take our
order and Ned says to us, “I've got this boys”. So Ned says to the waiter in his best Italian “quattro birra peroni,
uno panini, hama”. The waiter looks at Ned for a moment, shakes his head then replies “so you want four beers
and a ham sandwich mate” in an Australian accent. Turns out, the waiter was from Melbourne.
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(@YCLONE WARRIORSAby DR Tom Lewis
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Cyclone Tracy was one of the most damaging disasters to ever impact Australia. The sto-
ry of the terrible night of Christmas Eve 1974 has been told before, but the involvement

yL ) of the Australian Defence Force has been under-emphasised. This book rectifies that by
VN 3i k) revealing the untold stories of those in uniform. Men and women of all three services
The s oo DefenceForce experienced the cyclone, including the crew of HMAS ! NINwhigh sank with the loss of

Cyclone
December1974-June197s ' t\v/ [ives.
: The first outsiders to reach the shattered city flew in on RAAF aircraft, which quickly be-
%. gan flying out evacuees. Then the Navy embarked on its largest peacetime operation
= with the majority of the fleet including the aircraft carrier HMAS a S f 0 2 digiblin§ to
8 Darwin. For the first month the Navy took the lead in cleaning up the city before a larger
& and better equipped Army force took over.
The book argues strongly that the National Emergency Medal should be bestowed on all
uniformed people involved, including civilians such as police, and that a prominent and
fitting memorial be established in Darwin. Cyclone Warriors also dispels myths, and for the first time with exten-
sive research provides the true number of fatalities incurred when Tracy tore apart Darwin. Tom Lewis is one of
Australia's foremost military historians having written over twenty books. He is a former naval officer and long
time resident of Darwin. Foreword by Sir Peter Cosgrove.

Foreword by Sir Peter Cosgrove

Tom Lewis, full colour, fully illustrated, 250 x 176mm, 128 pages,

Avonmore Books, 2024. ISBN 9780975642313 RRP $39.95 NOW AVAILABLE
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as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them,
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